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Meet Tori Belles 
At only 12 years old, Tori Belles has the experience level in 
riding and horse development that one wouldn’t even expect 
of an amateur adult. Tori grew up around horses between her 
grandmother’s farm and helping her mother at shows when she 
was too young to compete, even though she started riding at 
the age of 2. Tori now rides 6 horses at home and is often 
given catch rides at shows. Having multiple horses at different 
levels at a show is a challenge even for trainers with grooms, 
however Tori manages it with the cool confidence of a total 
professional.  This young rider is currently based out of Bethel, 
Pennsylvania, but she travels to complete at shows around the 
nation including Lamplight, Devon and the Kentucky Horse 
Park. She grew up riding hunters, but has narrowed her sights 
to solely competing and pursuing dressage. Tori’s main mount, 
Bohdjan, affectionately named Bobo, is a seasoned veteran of 
the FEI Pony tests. Bohdjan is an imported 18 year old Dutch 
pony by Prins Baccarat KR6 (sire) and out of Papanga (dam) 
bred by W.A.J. Veenhoven. Tori’s plans for this show season 
include continuing competing in the FEI Pony classes at high 
profile shows around the nation. In between her busy riding 
and show schedule, we were able to catch up with Tori and 
talk with her about Dutch Warmbloods, her favorite tricks of 
the trade, show secrets, and long term plans. 

How long have you and 
Bobo been a pair and 
how does he compare, 
as a Dutch Warmblood, 
to the other horses you 
have ridden? 
Bobo and I will have been 
partners for a year on October 
6th and he’s one of the 
fanciest ponies I have ever 
ridden. I love how much 
energy he has and how smart 
he is. I feel that Dutch 
Warmbloods are not only 
talented, but always give me 
their best and while none of 
my horses are dumb, Bobo is 
always thinking and listening 
to me on and off the ground. 

What are some of your 
long term goals or 
dreams? 
The ultimate dream is to 
compete for the US team at 
any capacity, whether it be the 
Olympics, Pan American 
Games, or World Equestrian 
Games. I am also hoping to be 
selected to compete at 
NAJYRC in the future, however 
I am waiting for that special 
horse to take me to that level. 
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What does a typical day look like for you? 
I leave at 7am in the morning for school so my first time 
seeing the horses is when I go to the farm after school at 3: 
30pm. During the school year I have enough time for about 
2-3 horses and after that I’ll sometimes help with feeding.   

You started out riding hunters, what made you decide to 
focus solely on dressage? 
I was given the opportunity by Ilona English to ride Ossa, 
who was a dressage horse that really got me into the sport. 
While I always intend to stay in the sport of dressage, I love 
to jump and I teach all my horses to jump as I believe it is a 
valuable tool and asset. 

What is it like to show so many different horses for other 
people at shows at so many different levels? How do you 
handle the nerves, stress, and remembering all the tests? 
I try to take it one horse at a time. I focus solely on the horse 
that I am on at that exact moment. That way I can give my 
all and do my best for that horse instead of worrying about 
the other’s. As far as tests go, I have the training tests 
memorized by heart since I’ve had to do them so many times 
and for the other tests I just study them once I’m mounted, 
before I go in. I really like showing all the different horses as 
it gives me more experience and more opportunities to learn 
from all the different types of horses and each of their unique 
quirks.  

Do you think you want to pursue a professional riding 
career or focus on breeding or become a trainer? 
   I am interested in and want to do all of those things. Over 
the summer I teach a couple students, mostly hunters, the 
basics and I really enjoy it. I’m also very interested in 
breeding due to my involvement with my family’s farm and 
breeding program. Riding is my main focus currently as I am 
trying to learn as much as possible from each horse to 
develop my skill set. I love getting on all the different horses 
and having each one of them teach me something. 

Recent Competition 
Results 

• FEI Pony Team, Individual, and 
Freestyle Test CDIP Champion 
at Dressage at Devon (2017) 

• Champion Youth Handler at 
Dressage at Devon (2016) 

• 9th out of 22 in the 4/5 year 
old Materiale on Haven WRF 

What’s the best riding 
advice you have ever 
received? 
One time I was at a show and 
my horse was very anxious, to 
the point where she jumped out 
of the dressage ring. That’s when 
Sue Gallagher instructed me to 
rub my horse’s neck to get her 
to calm down instead of just 
throwing the rein at her. While 
this doesn’t work for all horses 
in this circumstance it made a 
huge difference and it helped me 
be able to make it through the 
test. 
What advice would you give 
young riders? 
Before you go in, always imagine 
you winning the test.  
 
Do you have any superstitions 
or pre-show rituals? 
I try and stay calm and act like it’s 
just a normal day. This helps keep 
my horses calm and helps us do our 
best in the show ring. 
 
If you could pick one KWPN 
horse to meet, who would it be? 
Valegro, of course.  


